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Fellow members and friends of LVAS,

John Heller did a fantastic job representing the club on KNPRõs program 
òState of Nevadaó hosted by Gwen Castaldi.  The program aired twice on 
14 May.  John was joined by CCSN Planetarium director Dr. Dale Ether-
idge and instructors Dr. David Bachelor and Dr. Harold Nations.  The pro-
gram was on astronomy and astronomy activities in Southern Nevada.  
You may be able get an audio link of the program from the KNPR website 
www.knpr.org.  Well done John!

LVAS webmaster Michael Davis has updated the website and now sports the
Astronomical League logo on the home page.  It really looks great!  Thanks 
Michael.  The site may be accessed with www.astronomyvegas.com as well 
as www.ccsn.edu/LVAS.

The last part of April and the first half of May have been very busy for the 
LVAS. Astronomy Day was celebrated at our monthly Red Rock Star Party 
which was expanded to an all day affair with telescopes set up during the 
day for solar viewing plus Venus and the Moon.  Hundreds of visitors were 
                     (conõt next page)

   

LVAS monthly meeting at CCSN Planetarium, 7:30 pm. 
ìDeep Sky Wonders of Sagittariusí presentation.

Red Rock Star Party, ìSagittarious and the Heart of the Milky 
Way Galaxyí presentation.  Gates close at 8:00pm.

LVAS at the Grand Canyon Star Party (North Rim)
www.tucsonastronomy.org/gcsp.html    for info.

Observing session at Teutonia Peak for those members not go-
ing to the Grand Canyon.

LVAS monthly meeting at CCSN Planetarium, 7:30 pm.

Calendar of Events - 2004
June 3

June 12

June 17-19

June 19

July 1
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treated to spectacular views of sunspots, promin-
ences, the crescent shaped Venus and the Moon.  
An estimated 400 people came for the night time 
event.  Bill Leyrer did three presentations to try to 
accommodate the crowd!  Several school events 
were held including the Fay Herron Elementary 
Science Camp, Lamping Elementary Astronomy 
Night and Frias Elementary School.  LVAS mem-
ber Allan Guthmiller gave a terrific presentation 
for our May meeting on the basics of CCD 
imaging.  Not only did he make it understand-
able but interesting as well.  Thanks go to Planet-
arium manager Bob Pippen for assisting Allan in 
producing the presentation.  In June, in addition 
to our monthly meeting, Red Rock and observing 
session, many of our members will be attending 
the Grand Canyon Star Party at the North Rim.

Observing sessions at the Red Rock Overlook 
were so popular in March and April that we
tried a new venue at Sandstone Quarry in R/R on 
15 May.  Itõs located just short of three miles
north of the Visitor Center on the Scenic Drive 
Road.  Despite the cloudy sky and windy condi-
tions at sundown, nine scopes made it out to try 
and catch a glimpse of Comet Neat. By night 
fall, everyone had great views of the comet zip-
ping by the Bee Hive Cluster.  As an added treat, 
the space station flew across the northern hori-
zon.  The consensus was that the Quarry was a 
better venue in most ways than the Overlook.

One of the benefits of LVAS membership are 
discount subscriptions to Astronomy and Sky and 
Telescope magazines.  Members save about ten 
dollars per year on each magazine which will just 
about cover the annual dues if you subscribe to 
both. In addition, members who subscribe to S&T 
through the club receive a ten percent discount 
on Sky Publishing products (www.skypub.com).  
Treasurer Rick Lamison, will be taking subscrip-
tions again.  Please check elsewhere in this issue 

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS

LVAS members are entitled to a $10 reduction 
for the annual subscription to Sky & Telescope 
and Astronomy Magazines.  This reduces the cost 
from $42.95 to $32.95 for Sky & Telescope and 
from $39.00 to $29.00 for Astronomy.  LVAS 
must send a letter with the list of members and 
a club check covering the $32.95 or $29.00 for 
each listed member depending on the magazine 
they order. This is being done at the end of 
August and end of January each year.  In order 
to take advantage of this great offer, please send 
your name, address, magazine preference and a 
check, payable to LVAS, for $32.95 or $29.00 
to the Treasurer for each subscription before the 
end of August.  Mail to Rick Lamison,  8132 
Leather Harness Street, Las Vegas, NV 89131.  

PLEASE NOTE:  For only the JULY newsletter, 
we will publish only an abbreviated issue. 
This is because the editor, yours truly, will 
be on a 3 week vacation overseas. The issue 
will be 2 pages of info for July activities. 

for details and please follow the directions ex-
actly.  It will make things a lot easier for Rick and 
help your order go through without any snafus.  
Rick says thank you and we say thanks Rick for 
providing this wonderful service to the members.

Speaking of benefits, please remember we cur-
rently have four scopes available for members 
to check out for a modest fee.  Scopes may be 
checked out for educational events at no charge.  
Call LVAS curator Joe Delph for details.

Special student and teacher K-12 memberships 
are available for $10.

Astronomy is looking up,  
Geary Keilman




