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Fellow members and friends of LVAS,

I hope many of you are enjoying shirt sleeve observing this summer.  The 
Sandstone Quarry observing sessions in Red Rock are proving very popular 
with the members.  The 10 July session saw 15 scopes set up with beautiful 
clear skies and balmy temperatures.  Itõs a great place for casual observing 
with the family and getting together with fellow members and visitors.  The 
monthly Red Rock/LVAS Star Parties are gaining popularity with the members 
and the public.  Teutonia Peak remains a most popular dark sky site.  I was 
able to get out to òTetó Peak twice in July and  nabbed all the Messier objects 
in the Virgo/Coma cluster as well as the elusive M74 galaxy with my 4 ĳó 
StarBlast reflector.  I have only M77 to finish up all the M objects.

The club has a full plate as we head from summer into fall. In August we will 
be observing the ez¨©z~y £zªz¥¨ ©}¥­z¨ on the morning of 12 August from 
our Crystal observing site (see website for directions).  Also in August is our 
annual outing to \¨v¤y¬~z­ near Bishop, California.  This is a great place 
to observe and get out of the summer heat.  The biggie will be in September 
with the FMª} V¤¤«v¢ akVh Xvª}zy¨v¢ \¥¨|z hªv¨ ev¨ª¯ v¤y Xv£¦¥«ªC  
               (conõt next page)

   

LVAS monthly meeting at CCSN Planetarium, 7:30 pm. 
ìRING WORLDí  presentation on Saturn.

Observing session at Sandstone Quarry

Early morning - Perseid meteor showers at Crystal Dry Lake.

Annual Grandview (CA) observing campout.

Red Rock/LVAS Star Party - 7:30pm.  Program ìTHE MOONí.

Observing session at Sandstone Quarry.

Annual Cathedral Gorge Star Party and Campout.

Calendar of Events - 2004
Aug 5

Aug 7

Aug 12

Aug 13,14

Aug 21

Sep 4 

Sep 17,18
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(conõt)  LETTER FROM THE PRES.                        LVAS AT RED ROCK CANYON

(conõt from cover page)

You wonõt want to miss this one.  Roger Debevc 
and Russ Barlow are working on having T-shirts 
available again for this event.  See the website 
for òone stop shoppingó information page.  In 
October, the LVAS will be co-sponsoring the 
Furnace Creek Star Party. This is another super 
family outing event with lots for non-astronomy 
to do.  Phyllis Nefsky will once again offer a 
limited number of reduced-rate rooms at Furnace 
Creek Ranch with comp meals to LVAS members 
who will commit to having a telescope available 
for public viewing.  If you are interested, please 
let me know.  I will verify telescope/LVAS mem-
bership status and then get back to you with the 
group booking number.  This is on a first come 
basis.

The August monthly meeting will feature the 
Planetarium program òRing World.ó  The pro-
gram is about the planet Saturn.  We also hope 
to have some great videos from the Cassini 
mission.

For your safety, Ranger Kate has asked me to 
brief the members who come to the Sandstone 
Quarry observing sessions to be remember that 
the Scenic Loop Road is one wayone way and to make a one way and to make a one way
right turn out of the parking lot.  i}z ¥¤¢¯ ­v¯ 
¥«ª ~© ª}¨¥«|} ª}z z®~ª vª ª}z z¤y ¥{ ª}z a¥¥¦ 
g¥vyC  V¢©¥A ¦¢zv©z y¥¤%ª ª¨¯ ª¥ z¤ªz¨ ª}z a¥¥¦ 
g¥vy v{ªz¨ ª}z £v~¤ |vªz© v¨z x¢¥©zyC  i}v¤¡©C

If you are not receiving the club E-mail bulletins 
and would like to, just send me your E-mail 
address.

Clear skies and a safe summer,

Geary

By Bob Braddy

Most residents of the Vegas Valley know that
there is a Bureau of Land Management 
National Conservation Area, Red Rock Canyon, 
just 30 minutes west of the Las Vegas Strip. 
What they may not know is that the Las Vegas 
Astronomical Society has been involved in a 
public education program for many years. 
LVAS with BLM conduct monthly star parties at 
the Red Rock Canyon Visitors Center from early 
spring until late fall. These star parties include 
a presentation and observing at members 
scopes in the parking lot. Club members are 
also available to assist the general public with
their scopes. Presentation subject include 
programs on the Planets, Deep Sky Objects 
including Galaxies and Clusters, Comet and 
Meteors, Constellations and the Moon. 

Upcoming Red Rock dates and programs are :

Aug 21     7:30 ð 11:00                      Moon

Sept 11    7:30 ð 11:00   Summer Triangle

Oct 2        5:30 ð 9:00                The Sun

LVAS has also been invited to participate again 
in the Red Rock Harvest Festival, Saturday, 
October 9. The Harvest Festival is an all day 
event (10:00 am ð 4:00 pm) with various 
exhibitors. LVAS will have a display with 
information on the club, telescope exhibits 
and safe solar viewing.

The public is always welcome to join LVAS 
members and BLM at the Red Rock Canyon 
Visitorõs Center on observing nights. Gates into 
the park close at 8:00 on late observing nights 
and 6:00 on early nights.

(See related photos on page 4.)
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Russ Barlow & Bob Sherman try out
 new òtree þ lteró at Grand Canyon.

The Grand Canyon star party was going to be like 
every other star party at a gorgeous location under 
velvety dark skies. The campsite was all arranged, 
the gear was loaded, the telescope lovinglylovingly packed lovingly packed lovingly
with just enough room for the kids. We were off! 
It was a nice drive up through southern Utah and 
across the Arizona strip dis-trict and we made good 
time. We got to the park just at dusk and looked 
for our fellow members 
so we could set up camp 
and get to some seri-ous 
observing.  But alas, there 
was no one to be found. 
Off to the lodge we all 
trudged but to no avail.  
Bob Sherman had been 
there looking too.  Since 
we couldnõt find our people, the Salt Lake group 
was kind enough to let us stay at their campsite for 
the night.  LVAS was MIA! 

Undaunted, Bob and I set up our scopes at our gra-
ciously donated campsite thinking we would get at 
least a little observing in. The skies were absolutely 
gorgeous. The campsite was situated just so that 
we had a clear shot straight to the north. Although 
there were lots of tall trees, we had a perfect narrow 
swath of sky from north to south. After unloading 
all our gear and setting up, we observed until 2am 
with warm perfectly calm and dark skies. We tried 
out Heidiõs (my wife) bino-viewer and enjoyed 
tremendously beautiful, three dimensional views.

Like all hobbies, astronomy provides lots of op-
portunities for eager enthusiasts to accumulate a 
myriad of specialized gadgets. The reasons for 
acquiring all this astronomic paraphernalia are 
as varied as the gear itself. Of course most of the 
gear is used to enlarge fuzzy patches or enhance 
filamentary wisps. Itõs not always for that though. 
Can anyone argue how cool it is to pull out your 
own green light saber in front of a group of young 
kids and listen to the awe of the crowd as its light 

NEW  òTREE FILTERó  AT THE GRAND CANYON  - by Russ Barlow             

It seems someone always has a new òtoyó theyõre 
eager to share with the rest of the group at the 
next star party. And so it was at the Grand Canyon 
Friday night! You remember Bob Sherman and 
I were left to our own devices, abandoned by our 
club as it were; we were enjoying some really 
great skies. The rest of the gang had gone off to 
Cape Royal and were enjoying tremendous wind 
gusts. We had perfectly calm and steady skies. 
Around  2:00 am, Bob and I were about ready 
to turn in for  the night. We had been waiting 

for M31 to rise and 
decided we would 
point the scope in that 
direction to see if we 
could catch a glimpse 
of it. The scope slewed 
straight to a thick part 
of the forest just above 
the horizon. Darn!  Not 

a single star or light could be seen through the 
thick forest. òI guess weõll need a tree filter for this 
one!ó I commented to Bob. Then, peering into 
the eyepiece, I was shocked at what I saw! Bob 
quickly confirmed it; the great Andromeda Galaxy, 
shining brilliantly. We were both astonished at the 
clarity and brightness of the object even though 
we were looking right through the trees! òWow, 
what a filteró we both said! Just how many people 
have a tree filter?

We went on to enjoy the rest of a superb week-
end. Cindy Heller had her new TV102 out on the 
back deck of the lodge for solar viewing Saturday. 
Geary had his Coronado H-alpha scope out at 
the visitorõs center during the day too. Later that 
night the skies on the back deck of the lodge were 
absolutely spectacular. All the scopes were very 
busy with the public until 11:00pm. The Trifid 
exhibited blue and hint of pink looking through a 
bino-viewer in my 12óLX200. Alpha Centuari was 
unbelievable in John Hellerõs 18ó Obsession. The 
LVAS was well represented with about a dozen 
scopes. I was just disappointed I didnõt get a 
chance to use my tree filter againé maybe next 
time!

òI was shocked at what I saw!        
We were looking right through 
the trees! . . . Just how many 
people have a tree þ lter?ó




