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Fellow members and friends of LVAS,

September was another busy month for the LVAS.  The turn out for the 
monthly Red Rock/LVAS Star Party was standing room only for Bob Bradyôs 
ñSummer Triangleò presentation in spite of the overcast skies that prevent-
ed any telescope viewing.  The Sandstone Quarry observing session had 
a great turnout with over twenty scopes and thirty to forty members and 
guests attending.  Attendance would have been even better had it not been 
for park police closing the Scenic Drive Rd. gate 30 minutes early!  Ranger 
Kate has made arrangements so this problem will not reoccur.  

Except for the windy conditions during the day on Friday and Saturday the 
18th Annual Cathedral Gorge Star Party and Camp Out went off without
a hitch.  The turnout was remarkable considering the gloomy for cast.  The 
skies were clear and dark, the wind at night was calm and the temperatures 
mild.  It was gratifying to see so many new faces and a few older ones too.  
We also had a good number of visiting astronomers from as far away as 
Washington D.C. in attendance as well.  The cookout and rafþ e on Satur-
day afternoon was also a success due largely to the efforts of Ranger Cody

                   (conôt next page)

LVAS monthly meeting at CCSN Planetarium, 7:30 pm. 
The Autumn Sky.

Red Rock Harvest Festival: 10:00am - 4:00pm.  LVAS members 
will have scopes set up for solar viewing for the public.

Observing session at Sandstone Quarry in Red Rock.

Death Valley.  Furnace Creek Star Party

Lunar Eclipse
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and Ranger Pete who very thoughtfully installed 
a wind break around the meeting shelter.  We 
would like to thank the Cathedral Gorge Com-
mittee of Jeff Burgess, Roger Debevc and Val 
Picotte for putting it all together.  Thanks also go 
to Russ Barlow for arranging for the T-shirts that 
were once again available this year and really 
added to the event.  Rangers Barbara, Cody and 
Pete really went beyond the call of duty to ac-
commodate our activities.  Ranger Cody indicat-
ed that there may be some improvements to the 
observing areas and the Park in general for next 
years event.  Iôm really looking forward to it!

Coming up in October in addition to the regular 
events is the Furnace Creek Star Party on 15 
and 16 Oct.  This is primarily a public out reach 
star party but some serious observing may also 
be had. This is deý nately a family affair with lots 
to do in and around Furnace Creek.  Camping is 
available and there may still be rooms available 
at group rates for LVAS members at the motel.  
Contact me for room info.  Please check the road 

LVAS members enjoying 
the sumptous feast at the 
Cathedral Gorge BBQ.

conditions into Death Valley as some were dam-
aged from þ ooding.

Donôt forget the Lunar eclipse on Wed 27 Oct.  
The show begins at Moonrise/Sunset.  Check 
SkyandTelescope.com and Astronomy.com for 
times and details).  Weôre working on a good site 
for members to join up for the event.  Right now 
the Overlook in Red Rock is ý rst choice.  

Donôt forget about the loaner scopes available 
to LVAS members.  This is a great way to ñtry 
before you buy.ò  Contact Joe Delph for details.

The LVAS Christmas Party and Annual Meeting 
is coming up in Dec.  We will be electing new 
(I hope) ofý cers for 2005.  Many of the ofý cers 
have served for two years and would like to pass 
the torch to some new blood.  If you are 
interested please contact club secretary Larry 
Reynolds or myself.  We are especially in need 
of a new webmaster and newsletter editor.

Clear Skies,  Geary




