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Fellow members and friends of LVAS,

As many of you know LVAS VP Bill Leyrer and wife Mary left Las Vegas and 
now reside in Oklahoma.  Bill was a real astronomy enthusiast and spark 
plug for the club. Mary was also a very active member who attended many 
of the clubs activities. They will both be missed.  We wish them all the best 
and clear skies (and no tornadoes).

John Heller presented a great program at the Oct. LVAS monthly meeting 
on the Autumn Sky.  He used  both PowerPoint slides and the Planetariums 
night sky projections on the dome to showcase the night time jewels of the 
autumn sky.  Planetarium manager Bob Pippen was very kind to produce a 
very interesting and informative planetarium program explaining how lunar 
eclipses occur.  Iõm sure the program will enable members to more fully   
enjoy the 27 Oct.  Lunar eclipse.

The LVAS was represented at Harvest Festival held at the Red Rock Visitor 
Center on 9 Oct.  Several LVAS members volunteered their time to show the 
public the Sun in both white and H-alpha light as well as the Moon and 

                  (conõt next page)

LVAS monthly meeting at CCSN Planetarium, 7:30 pm. 
Exoplanets by CCSN Astronomer, Dr. Harold Nations.

Observing session at Nelsonís Landing (See Pres. Message for 
directions)

Observing session at Echo Bay Airport parking apron.

LVAS Potluck Christmas Party and Annual Meeting:  NOON - 
3:00pm at CCSN Student Lounge.

Calendar of Events - 2004
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Venus.  They also distributed astronomy pam-
phlets and answered question.  CCSN Astrono-
mer Dr. Harold Nation also attended bringing 
the collegeõs new 60 mm Coronado SolarMax 
telescope.  Ranger Kate estimates that over 4000 
people attended.

The Furnace Creek/LVAS Star Party was held on 
15 and 16 Oct.  About twelve LVAS members 
attended plus a few visiting astronomers.  John 
Heller gave a presentation for the public both 
afternoons at the Furnace Creek Visitor Center 
as well as a òSky Tonightó program at the airport 
parking apron observing site.  He also did an-
other program late Saturday night for the Cub 
Scouts.  Solar viewing or the public was provided 
by the members at the entrance to the General 
Store on Saturday.  A good time was had by all!  
I would like to thank Phyllis Nefsky at Furnace 
Creek for arranging the group rate and comp 
meals for the members.

Weõre taking the month of Nov. off from our 
monthly Red Rock Star Parties but will resume 
again on Sat 4 Dec with a special program 
aimed at helping  teachers introduce astronomy 

to their students.  The program is open to the 
general public as well.

The LVAS Potluck Christmas Party and Annual 
Meeting will be held at the CCSN Cheyenne 
Campus Student Lounge Saturday, 11 Dec Noon 
to 3:00 p.m. so please mark your calendar.  If 
you would like to participate more fully in club 
activities by becoming a club officer, please let 
me know.

In November, we will be returning to the Echo Bay 
Airport and an old favorite, Nelsonõs Landing, for 
our observing sessions.  While light pollution has 
encroached somewhat at Nelsonõs landing, it is 
fairly close to Las Vegas and is relatively warm in 
the winter. Depending on member feedback, we 
may make it our winter òcasualó observing site
much like Sandstone Quarry.  Direction to Echo 
Bay is on the website.  To Nelsonõslanding, take 
US 95 South (toward Searchlight) and turn left on 
165 (about 10 mi. from the 93/95 cutoff).  Con-
tinue past the village of Nelson.  Set up is at the 
end of the road that forms a circle.  Let me know 
how this turns out.

Clear Skies,  Geary

The LVAS wishes to thank the following vendors who donated prizes to the 18th Annual 
Cathedral Gorge Star Party and Campout:

Astronomy Magazine             Celestron
Hardin Optical      Jimôs Mobile, Inc (JMI)
Kendrick Astro Instruments    Lumicon International
Oceanside Photo and Telescope (OPT)  Orion Telescopes and Binoculars
Sky and Telescope Magazine    Telescope Warehouse (Bill Vorce)
Tele Vue Optics

We also thank LVAS members Rudy Gonzales, Vince Massey, Tom and Bunny Plager 
and John Skilbred for donating rafþ e prizes.

CATHEDRAL GORGE VENDORS                        
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 DEATH VALLEY DAYS (AND NIGHTS)  

By John Heller

The Las Vegas Astronomical Society hosted a 
series of observing events and presentations at 
Furnace Creek in Death Valley National Park on 
15 and 16 October.  Although Death Valley can 
be a forbidding place in the hotter months, this 
time of year it promises dark skies and moderate 
temperatures.  This 
is our second year 
supporting these events 
in Death Valley.  What 
started as requests to 
support special events, 
have turned into 
events of themselves. 
Xanterra, the company 
responsible for manag-
ing many of the
National Park facilities, 
is doing a great job 
of organizing and ad-
vertising these events.  
This time they put ad-
vertisements in the 
astronomy magazines, 
put us on the schedule 
at the park visitors cen-
ter and had notices 
around the park. It 
doesnõt hurt that 
Phyllis Nefsky, the 
lady responsible for planning these event, and her 
husband are also avid amateur astronomers.

The latest NASA Night Network òtool kitó entitled 
Our Galaxy, Our UniverseOur Galaxy, Our Universe, arrived just in time to 
support this event.  This newest topic attempts to 
explain astronomical distances using a scale of one 
mile equal to 40 light years.  At that scale the Milky 
Way galaxy would about cover the area of North 
America and the distance from the Sun to Pluto 
could be spanned by a quarter!  For the first time, 
we were able to give the presentations in the parkõs 
Visitor Center.  One show was given each evening 
at 5 PM, just in time to invite people out to observe.  
We had about 20 people the first night and a few 
more on the Saturday.  At 8 oõclock each night we 
did a green-laser guided tour of the Autumn sky.  In 

fact we did a second tour on Saturday, when a troop 
of Las Vegas Boy Scouts showed up too late for the 
first.  After doing the Our Galaxy, Our Universe Our Galaxy, Our Universe 
show, it was great to point out the Andromeda 
Galaxy with the laser and explain that they we act-
ually looking at an object 2.2 million light years 
away!  In case youõre wondering - with the radius of 
the solar system the width of a quarter, the distance 

to M31 would be about 
50,000 miles.

We use the same 
observing site in Furnace 
Creek each time: a 
parking apron east of 
the 15-33 runway with 
a nearly unobstructed 
horizon.  So what if it is 
200 feet below sea level - 
it has some of the darkest 
skies remaining in the US.  
Also itõs great having a 
solid, flat surface to set up 
on after contending with 
so many desert terrain 
sites.  There are a few 
runway lights in the field 
of view, but nothing harsh 
enough to cause serious 
aggravation.  

An interesting aside worth 
mentioning here concerns a National Park Service 
scientist by the name of Dan Duriscoe.  Dan lives 
in Death Valley and first joined us for observing 
last January.  He came out again this time.  He is a 
member of the National Park Dark Sky Team and 
is shown with his wife Cindy in the June edition 
of the Astronomical League Reflector that all our 
members shouldõve received.  He and his wife also 
are credited with the beautiful image that graces 
the cover of that edition.  Dan is involved in a dark 
sky survey for the National Park Service throughout 
the southwest United States and is looking into 
ways to preserve the dark night skies along with the 
other natural wonders that the parks provide. Dan 
mentioned last time out the òthe Racetrackó in the 
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