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This issue has a large number of 
photos.  You may want to increase the 
size of the display to 100% or larger in 
your PDF viewer for better viewing 
of the photos.    

Look Up Las Vegas
The Greatest Stars of Las Vegas - Can’t be seen on the Strip

June 7 LVAS Meeting - 7:30 p.m.

June 9 Observing Session at Sand Stone Quarry

June 14-16 Grand Canyon Star Party

June 16 Observing Session at Cold Creek

June 23 Red Rock Star Party  8:00 p.m.
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Inside This Issue Message from the President

Events Calendar

Fellow members and friends of the LVAS,
 
April and May have been busy months for LVAS activities.  In 
addition to our regular meetings, Red Rock Star Parties and 
Education Outreach programs,  LVAS members toured the 
U.S. Naval Observatory at Flagstaff, AZ and observed dark 
skies and showed the public celestial wonders at the 2nd 
Annual Cathedral Gorge AstroBlast Star Party.  This summer 
we will continue with our Red Rock Star parties and enjoy our 

shirt sleeve observing sessions.  Looking ahead a bit, we have an informal dark sky 
observing session set up for August 10 and 11 at Belmont, NV about 40 miles northeast 
of Tonapah.  The annual Cathedral Gorge Star Party is in Sept and the Furnace Creek Star 
Party will be in Oct and Feb.
 
LVAS newsletter editor Rob Lambert has volunteered to take over from Billy Chapman as 
Educational Outreach Coordinator.  Billy assures us that he will still be active but would 
like to spend some time traveling with his wife Ophelia.  We wish Billy and Ophelia happy 
trails and also wish to thank him for all his hard work and dedication.  Please contact 
rob.lambert@lvastronomy.com if you would like to be on the list to be notified of upcoming 
educational outreach programs.  There is no obligation associated with being on the list.
 
Thanks to Neil McDonal for arranging the tour of the Naval Observatory.  Next April, we 
are looking at a tour of the newly remodeled Griffith Park Observatory in Los Angeles.
 
FYI, John Heller's new 25" Obsession Dob is performing well and views of the Whirlpool 
Galaxy will knock your socks off.  My new 16" Meade LightBridge also is working well and 
would be really spectacular if it wasn't overshadowed by that rat John Heller's 25-inch!
 
Brett Platko, LVAS webmaster, continues refining and updating the website.  Please check 
it out for upcoming events, club info and other astronomy links.
 
Clear skies, Geary

        

Look Up Las Vegas
Is the official newsletter of the Las 
Vegas Astronomical Society and is 
published each month.

Comments or corrections should be 
sent to Rob Lambert at 
rob.lambert@lvastronomy.com or to 
scopegeek@gmail.com.

July 5 LVAS Meeting - 7:30 p.m.

July 7 Red Rock Star Party  8:00 p.m

July 14 Observing Session at Tet Peak

Aug  4 Observing Session at Sand Stone Quarry, Red Rock

Aug 10-11 Belmont Star Party



Las Vegas Astronomical Society

www.lvastronomy.com
www.ccsn.edu/lvas

The Las Vegas Astronomical Society is an organization of 
amateur astronomers, formed to promote amateur astronomy 
in Southern Nevada. The Society was established in July 
1980, as a non-profit organization, operating under the 
auspices of the Community College of Southern Nevada 
Planetarium, Dr. Dale Etheridge, Director. We hold scheduled 
meetings, and observation sessions, sharing information on 
current astronomical events, tools and techniques for 
observation, astrophotography, astronomical computer 
software, and other topics concerning general astronomy. We 
endeavor to make all of our events open to the public. We 
also assist and support the efforts of other community groups 
with similar educational and astronomical activities.

Membership in the Society is open to the public. Annual 
membership dues are $25 (per family) for members-at-large 
and $10 for students K-12 and college. All members receive 
our monthly newsletter.

Society Officers and Appointees

President Geary Keilman
 702-561-7469
 geary.keilman@lvastronomy.com

1st Vice President John Boron
 702-655-6132
 John.Boron@lvasastronomy.com

2nd Vice President Bob Sherman
 702-643-2809
 robert.sherman@lvastronomy.com

Treasurer John Heller
 702-633-6323
 john.heller@lvastronomy.com

Secretary Bunny Nua
 702-655-6304
 bunny.nua@lvastronomy.com 

Editor Rob Lambert
 702-461-1390
 rob.lambert@lvastronomy.com 

Webmaster Brett Platko
 702-228-8434
 brett.platko@lvastronomy.com

Curator John Skilbred
 702-228-3168
 john.skilbred@lvastronomy.com

Education Outreach Rob Lambert         
Coordinator 702-461-1390     
 rob.lambert@lvastronomy.com
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Aug 11 Observing Session at Cold Creek

Aug 18 Red Rock Star Party  8:00 p.m.

Sept 1 Red Rock Star Party  7:00 p.m

Sept 6 LVAS Meeting - 7:30 p.m.

Sept 8 Observing Session at Tet Peak

Sept 14-15 21st Annual Cathedral Gorge Star Party

Oct 6 Observing Session at VOF

Oct 12-13 Furnace Creek Star Party

Oct 13 Observing Session at VOF

Oct 2 Red Rock Star Party  6:00 p.m

Nov 3 Observing Session at VOF

Dec 1  Annual LVAS Christmas Party

Dec 8 Observing Session at VOF

Jan 3 LVAS Meeting - 7:30 p.m.

Jan 5 Red Rock New Scope Clinic

LVAS Information Events Calendar                       (continued)

Editor’s Note

LVAS Members and Friends,

I hope you will join me in thanking Billy Chapman for his service 
as the LVAS Education Outreach Coordinator.  Billy has 
served our club and the public for 2 plus years, coordinating 
star parties and presentations for school children, Boy Scouts, 
Cub Scouts, and special interest groups.  His posters, charts, 
and presentations are always a hit.  See the photo tribute to 
Billy on the next page.  Thanks, Billy, for being a great repre-
sentative and spokesman for our club  these past few years. 

With Billy stepping down as the Education Outreach Coordina-
tor, Dave Blanchette and I will attempt to fill his shoes and 
carry-on the outstanding support Billy is known for.  We’ve 
already received several requests for support and hope that 
our LVAS members and friends will continue to help provide 
opportunities for the public to enjoy the wonders of our hobby.

Because of the effort required to produce a monthly newsletter, 
the officers of the LVAS have decided to reduce the frequency 
of our Look Up Las Vegas newsletter to bi-monthly.  Beginning 
with this issue, our newsletter will now be published every 
other month.  We will now publish a newsletter in January, 
March, May, July, September, and November.  We still request 
members to share articles, reviews, and photos to make the 
newsletter interesting and informative.

This month, I hope you will enjoy seeing some of the new 
scopes that members have recently purchased and reading 
about the recent events in which we’ve participated.  Late 
Spring and Summer will continue to be busy as we continue to 
support Outreach Activities and participate in our normal star 
parties and observing sessions.

Wishing you clear skies,

Rob Lambert
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Thanks Billy
A photo tribute to Billy Chapman

Special Tribute  



LVAS and City Kids at Death Valley

John Heller and John Boron stepped up to an emergency call from the Rangers at Death Valley on 12 April.  John Heller re-
ceived a call for help about mid-week to support a star party for a group of inner city kids.  John and John took off after work to 
answer the call for help.  The kids had to be impressed with John Heller’s 25-inch Dob and John Boron’s Russian SCT on that 
formidable Losmandy mount.  See their pictures below.

              John Heller and his new 25-inch Obsession          John Boron and his Russian SCT

                                   The City Kids
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Recent Events  
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Recent Events  

Astronomy Day
By Rob Lambert

This year Astronomy Day was on April 21st.  Most of the day, we fought clouds as we attempted to show the public views of the 
Sun, Moon, and Venus.  Several hundred people came by the Red Rock Visitor’s Center during the day and Ranger Kate 
estimated that 200 people were there Saturday evening for the presentation and observing session.  We were able to somewhat 
dodge the clouds to show them Venus, Saturn, and few other objects, but most deep sky objects were difficult to locate without 
being able to see adequate guide stars.  Still, the public were thrilled with the objects they were able to see. 

Thanks to Geary Keilman, Val Picotte, John Boron, Phil Krumpos, Joe and Cheri DeMartino,  and Mitch Johnson for helping out 
during the day.  And thanks to the Summerlin Earthfaire Volunteers that came to Red Rock after their day with the crowds in 
Summerlin.

Check out the photos below and on the next page.

                      Geary Keilman and Val Picotte               Val on duty at the information tent

                  LVAS setup at Red Rock Visitor’s Center       John Boron’s SCT and Losmandy mount



Recent Events  

Astronomy Day at Red Rock
(Continued)

       The public views the daylight moon through the clouds

                                   Threatening Skies            Phil helps the public look for non-existent sunspots

Mitch Johnson explaining the solar scope              President, Geary Keilman at his Lightbridge
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Recent Events           (continued)

Summerlin Earthfaire

Billy Chapman led a group of LVAS volunteers that manned an information booth at the Summerlin Earthfaire.  The Earthfaire 
happened to also be on Astronomy Day.  The LVAS volunteers provided information about amateur astronomy and activities 
of the LVAS, answered questions, and provided over 800 members of the public a chance to view the sun through various 
solar filtered telescopes.  John Heller even set up his new 25-inch Obsession to awe the unsuspecting public.

                                       Billy’s solar ETX                    Bunny answers the Public’s questions

                 Rudy explains the wonders of the Sun       John assembles the Monster

                     Diane Eggers assists the Public    Everyone stands in awe of John’s monster scope



� � � �

� � � � ���	��

Recent Events  

LVAS at US Naval Observatory
Picture Essay by Geary Keilman

A few LVAS members visited the US Naval Observatory on April 28th.  
Looks like they had great weather.  (Right photo) Obviously the Naval 
Observatory Dome; (Bottom photo - from left to right) Lynn and John 
Boron, Laurie Keilman, Cindy and John Heller, Neil McDonal, Connie 
and Herbert Young, and USNO astronomer Chris Luginbuhl; (Left 
photo) LVAS President Geary Keilman presents Chris Luginbuhl with 
the coveted LVAS coffee mug.  Look forward to visiting the remodeled 
Griffith Park Observatory in Los Angeles next April.



Recent Events  

LVAS Supports Scout Expo 2005
By Rob Lambert

Members of the LVAS once again stepped up to help the Boy Scouts of America by providing an astronomy observing session 
for about 300 Scouts at the 2005 Scout Expo held at Lorenzi Park on 4 May.  The number of Scouts was smaller this year, 
primarily because of the threat of stormy weather.  As you can see from the 1st photo below, we fought clouds and the threat 
of rain most of the evening.  There were moments of clear skies, as the wind blew the clouds around.  Thanks to all of the 
LVAS members that supported this year’s Scout Expo.  Hopefully the weather will be better next year.

            Threatening skies - but is that a rainbow?                                                                Bunny and Big Red

                                  Bunny and Tom                                                                                    No Comment!

           Joe DiMartino and Scouts           Couple of Clowns - Sean and Doug         Phil Krumpos gets ready

� � � �

� � � � ���	��



What’s Up In June and July

The Planets
During the months of June and July, the planets are putting 
on a show.  The inner planets are at their best within a week 
of each other.  Mercury  reaches its greatest elongation on 2 
June and presents a slender 10 arcsecond wide crescent in 
the early evening sky.  Venus  reaches its greatest elongation 
on 9 June when it sits high in the western sky and sets more 
than three hours after sunset.  You’ll find the the half-moon 
shape blazing the evening sky at -4.5 magnitude and almost 
perfectly aligned with Castor and Pollux.  As the end of the 
month approaches, Venus becomes even a more attractive 
telescope object as it begins to display a crescent shape.

Saturn continues to glow at 
magnitude 0.5 in Leo and 
appears well above Venus and 
Mercury in the west-southwest 
evening sky.  Venus is quickly 
gaining on Saturn and passes 
the ringed planet on the 30th.  At 
that time, the two planets will be 
separated by only 40 arcminutes.

Jupiter begins June occupying the 
eastern sky all by itself.  It reaches 
opposition on 7 June when it clears 
the southeast horizon at sunset and 
remains visible almost all night.  It 
glows at -2.6 magnitude and 
becomes a tremendous viewing 
object before midnight as it 
approaches the meridian.  Those 
willing to stay up or get up extra 
early on the morning of the 9th will be treated to a double 
shadow transit of the giant gas planet.  Ganymede begins its 
transit at 12:34 PDT, followed by its shadow 15 minutes later.  
Io begins its transit at 02:12 PDT, followed by its shadow 4 
minutes later.  For bout 45 minutes you’ll be able to track both 
shadows across Jupiter’s northern hemisphere.  

In July, Venus is still within 1 degree of Saturn .  By mid 
August, he planets reach inferior and superior conjunction, 
respectively and will be lost in the Sun.  Venus continues to 
shrink to a thinner crescent while growing in viewable size tip 
to tip from 40 arcseconds to 50 arcseconds.  This makes the 
green planet appear even larger than Jupiter.

Jupiter is unquestionably the prime planetary target for July, 
glowing even brighter at -2.5 magnitude than it was in June.  
As darkness falls, Jupiter is already approaching the 
meridian and is therefore above the worst of the obscuring 
atmospheric haze.

Mars is becoming a prominent object in the pre-dawn sky.  
By the end of the month, Mars clears the eastern horizon 
shortly after midnight.  It will still be a while before the red 
planet becomes much to look at.

After a fine June showing, Mercury is now in the morning sky.
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The Moon’s Phases in June and July
 
Last Quarter New Moon 1st Quarter    Full Moon
  June 8 14 22 30
  July 7 14 22 29

Deep Sky
June is still a great time to go galaxy hunting.  Everyone is 
familiar with the galaxies of Virgo and Scorpio, so let’s look 
to a location a little less known.  Let’s look high in the west to 
Coma Berenices.  Start by locating the large star cluster 
Melotte 111 near Gamma Comae Berenices.  Use this 
sprawling cluster as your jump off point for locating three 
nearby edge-on galaxies.  The first is NGC 4565, the “Flying 
Saucer Galaxy”, lying 32 million light years behind the 
eastern edge of the Melotte cluster.  Spot the galaxy 1.5 
degrees east of 17 Comae Berenices.  NGC 4565 is a classic 
edge-on galaxy with a prominent central bulge and a long 
slender disk split by a thin dust lane.  Now nudge your scope 
6.5 degrees north-northeast to NGC 4631.  This galaxy 
resides in Canes Venatici is located halfway between Cor 
Caroli and 17 Comae Berenices.  This galaxy is smaller and 
less impressive that the Flying Saucer, but is a bit brighter 
cigar-shaped galaxy resembling a humpback whale.  If you 
are patient, you’ll eventually spot its calf, NGC 4627, a tiny 
companion galaxy 3 arcminutes to the north.  The last galaxy 
is NGC 4656, the Hockey Stick, located just 0.5 degree 
southeast of the Humpback.  NGC 4657 forms the blade of 
the Hockey Stick.

In July, our focus shifts to globular clusters.  Begin with 
everyone’s favorite, M13 - the Hercules Cluster.  This cluster 
resides about two-thirds up the west side of the keystone 
from Zeta Herculis.  Take time to resolve as much of this 
cluster’s structure as possible.  It’s a treasure worth studying.  
Before you leave M13, see if you can spot NGC 6207, a 12th 
magnitude galaxy located 40 arcminutes to the northeast.  A 
lower power eyepiece should reveal both M13 and the 
galaxy.  While you are in Hercules, locate and spend some 
time with M92, Hercules’ other cluster.  This cluster is about 
8,000 light years further away than M13, is smaller and not 
as easy to resolve.

Other clusters to look for include M4 and NGC 6144 in 
Scorpius and M22 in Sagittarius.  Use your favorite star chart 
to locate these and NGC 6642, NGC 6638, and M28.  The 
last four clusters are located in a field that is only 3 degrees 
wide, so you might be able to view two or more of them in a 
low-power wide-field view. 

Get out to a dark site and take in these galaxies and clusters 
during your shirt-sleeve astronomy viewing.  Enjoy the warm 
evenings of summer.  It won’t be all that long before the 
cooler nights and our favorite objects of fall return.

Make your viewing sessions more enjoyable and memorable 
by recording your observations in your viewing log.  You 
might even find it enjoyable to go back and read some of your 
old log entries.



Please print your information below.  Annual dues are $25.00 (per family*).
Make check payable to LVAS and mail along with this form to the LVAS Treasurer:

John Heller, 5609 Indian Ridge, North Las Vegas, NV  89031

Name: ______________________________________  Spous e: _________________________________________

Immediate Family: _________________________________ ____________________________________________

Mailing Address (Street, City, State): ____________ __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Telephone (H): __________________ (W): ____________ _______  Include # in membership list:  Y �    N �

Email Address: ____________________________________ _____  Newsletter via: Email �   Website � Mail �

Signature and Date:  ______________________________ _____________________

*Parent name, signature, and date: _________________ __________________________________
(*If under 18, parent must also sign)

Astronomical equipment owned/used: ________________ ____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Astronomical areas of interest:  __________________ ________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

(*For Students K -12 and College, the annual dues are $10) 

Las Vegas Astronomical Society
c/o John Heller
5609 Indian Ridge
North Las Vegas, NV 89031
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