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 Members and friends of the LVAS,

It's  been  an  interesting  couple  of  months  since  I  was
elected  to be  the  LVAS President.   Your  new Officers
and  I  have  been  working  to  schedule  events  that  we
hope will be interesting and fun.  We'll include a list of the
special events in this edition of Look Up Las Vegas.

Dave Blanchette  and the Education  Outreach Program
(EOP)  volunteers  are  continuing  to  support  local  schools  and  other
organizations with presentations and observing sessions at Science Nights and
Star Parties.  I know Dave would appreciate having a few more volunteers on
his EOP list.  I also know that if you give one of these events a shot, you'll be
back  for  more.   There's  no  greater  reward  than  hearing  oohs  and  aahs,
especially from the youngsters when they see Saturn or a fascinating deep sky
object.   Send Dave a note if you would like to be an EOP volunteer.   

I would really appreciate your comments and suggestions regarding upcoming
presentations at our monthly meetings and at the Red Rock Public Star Parties.
Included in this newsletter is a list of the planned presentations.  I'm looking for
volunteers to give some of the presentations.  I know you would rather not hear
from me every time, so if you have an interest in one of the planned topics,
please let me know and we'll sign you up for one.

The weather  is  starting  to  break.   After  several  months of  cloudy skies,  we
finally got in a couple of events with clear skies.  As we move into Spring, come
join us at our public and private observing sessions.  We'll try to find a  balance
between  public  events  and  member-only  events.   We'll  reserve  new  moon
weekends for our member-only events and hold our public events prior to the
first  quarter  or  on  last  quarter  weekends,  so   we  can  protect  our  private
individual observing.  Lets get ready for shirt-sleeve astronomy.  We've got a
number of great events scheduled for the Spring, Summer, and Fall.  Hope to
see you at some of these events.  Wishing you clear and dark skies.

Rob

Events Calendar
Mar 1 R/R and Teacher RPDP Star Party

Mar 6 LVAS Monthly Meeting – 7:30 pm

Mar 7 Forbus ES GATE Astronomy Day

Mar 7-8 Messier Marathon (Temple Bar)

Mar 21 Batterman ES GATE Astronomy Day

Apr 3 LVAS Monthly Meeting – 7:30 pm

Apr 4 Marc Kahre ES Science Night

Apr 5 Valley of Fire Observing Session

Apr 18 Starlab Parent Night

Apr 25-26 Sunhawk Scout District Star Party/Solar Viewing

Apr 26 R/R Star Party - Sandstone Quarry

May 1 LVAS Monthly Meeting – 7:30 pm

May 2-3 Cathedral Gorge Spring Fling

May 10 Astronomy Day/Red Rock Star Party

Page 1 

Look Up Las Vegas
The Greatest Stars of Las Vegas - Can’t be seen on the Strip



LVAS Information

Las Vegas Astronomical Society

www.lvastronomy.com

The  Las  Vegas  Astronomical  Society  is  an  organization  of
amateur astronomers, formed to promote amateur astronomy in
Southern Nevada. The Society was established in July 1980, as
a non-profit  organization, operating under the auspices of the
Community College of Southern Nevada Planetarium, Dr. Dale
Etheridge,  Director.  We  hold  scheduled  meetings,  and
observation  sessions,  sharing  information  on  current
astronomical  events,  tools  and  techniques  for  observation,
astrophotography,  astronomical  computer  software,  and  other
topics concerning general astronomy. We endeavor to make all
of our events open to the public. We also assist and support the
efforts of other community groups with similar educational and
astronomical activities.

Membership  in  the  Society  is  open  to  the  public.  Annual
membership dues are $25 (per family) for members-at-large and
$10  for  students  K-12  and  college.  All  members  receive  our
monthly newsletter.

Society Officers and Appointees

President Rob Lambert
702-461-1390
Rob.Lambert@lvastronomy.com

Vice President John Boron
702-655-6132
John.Boron@lvasastronomy.com

Treasurer John Heller
702-633-6323
john.heller@lvastronomy.com

Secretary Bunny Nua
702-655-6304
bunny.nua@lvastronomy.com 

Newsletter Editor Vacant

Webmaster Brett Platko
702-228-8434
brett.platko@lvastronomy.com

Curator Tom Plager
702-655-6304
Tom.Plager@lvastronomy.com

Education Outreach David Blanchette
Coordinator David.Blanchette@lvastronomy.com 

Special Events  Val Picotte
Coordinator Val.Picotte@lvastronomy.com 

Invalid Email Addresses

The  following  email  addresses  have  been  returned  as
undeliverable and have been deleted from our distributions lists.
If one of these addresses belongs to you or someone you know,
please  contact  Rob  Lambert  or  John  Heller  to  update  these
emails so the recipients can continue to receive LVAS bulletins
and newsletters.  
getyourhirschon@hotmail.com

turley_notebook@mydsl.com

charlier1@mac.com

snvarbor@earthlink.net

pdweil1@earthlink.com

rwbraddy@cox.net

itsyourlife@earthlink.net

conyng1@webtv.net

If  your  email  address has changed recently,  be sure to inform
John Heller, our LVAS Treasurer.  John updates our distribution
lists  as  members  enroll  and  renew  their  memberships.   Be
assured  that  your  email  address  will  not  be  sold  or  given  to
anyone outside the LVAS.  I have taken measures to reduce the
chance that  your  email  address will  be picked off  of  an LVAS
distribution and used for unsolicited emails or advertising.  Your
email  address  will  only  be  used  for  distribution  of  LVAS
newsletters and bulletins.

Planned Presentations

The following presentations are currently planned for our LVAS
monthly meetings and the Red Rock Public Star Parties:

March Mysteries of the Vernal Equinox (Dr. Etheridge)
April Observing Galaxies (Fred Rayford)
May Understanding Star Clusters (Doug Philipson?)
June Simple Astrophotography (Alan Guthmiller?)
July Jupiter – King of Planets
August Understanding Conjunctions and Oppositions
September Howling at the Moon (Identifying Lunar Features)
October Buying a Telescope for Christmas
November Fighting Light Pollution (NPS Ranger Kevin Poe)

If  you would like to help by giving one of these presentations,
please contact Rob Lambert.

 Events Calendar (continued)
June 7 Red Rock Star Party

June 25-28 Bryce Canyon Astronomy Festival

June 25-28 Kaibab Lodge Star Party

July 3 LVAS Monthly Meeting – 7:30 pm

July 4-5 LVAS Bryce Canyon Weekend

July 26 Red Rock Star Party

Aug 1-2 Belmont Dark Sky Weekend

Aug 7 Monthly LVAS Meeting

Aug 23 Red Rock Star Party

Aug 29-30 Cedar Breaks Star Party (Being coordinated)

Sept 4 Monthly LVAS Meeting

Sept 13 Red Rock Star Party

Sept 26-27 22nd Annual Cathedral Gorge SP and Campout

Oct 2 Monthly LVAS Meeting

Oct 4 Red Rock Star Party

Oct 24-25 Death Valley Star Party
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EOP Events

Staton Elementary School Treated to the Night Sky –  January 17, 2008
By Billy Chapman

The night air was quite chilly, but the weather conditions didn’t stop the students and parents at this elementary school
from taking a journey into the night sky with several dedicated LVAS club members. Leading the way was club president,
Rob Lambert, his secretary, Bunny Nua, along with Tom Plager, Rudy Gonzales, and me. There were times during this
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Science Night event that we were inundated with excited visitors of all ages. Although seeing
conditions limited our selection of celestial objects for viewing, the audience of approximately 300 expressed various
degrees of awe, when viewing the planet Mars, the craters of the Moon, the Pleiades star cluster, the Orion Nebula, and
various prominent stars. Tonight’s telescope journey was a first for most of the viewers and, based on the responses of
many, the journey isn’t complete.  The Education Outreach component of the club inspired many participants to inquire
about telescope purchases and future events, such as the monthly Red Rock Canyon star parties. Please consider
joining us at the next event. A few more volunteers would certainly result in a more effective Education Outreach
Program.                               

Bunny and Big Red                                                          Rudy and his 12-inch Intelliscope

                  Tom and his Star Blast                                                                   Rob looks cold        
 __________________________________________________________________________________________

The LVAS Education Outreach Volunteers could use the help of the LVAS general membership in supporting upcoming
EOP events from now through the end of school.  If you can spare an evening to share the night sky with the students of
Las Vegas, please check the schedule of events below and give David Blanchette a call or send him a email.

Teacher's Regional Professional Development Marc Kahre Elem Star Party
Red Rock Visitor's Center 7887 W Gowan
1 March – 5:00pm 4 April

Forbuss Elem Science Day Sunhawk Council Spring Jamboree
Portable Planetarium Support Clark County Fairgrounds
7 March 25-26 April

Batterman Elem Science Day Astronomy Day
Portable Planetarium Support Red Rock Visitor Center & Galleria Mall
21 March 10 May

Virgin Valley Elem Star Party Matt Kelly Elem Star Party
Mesquite Camp Lee Canyon
March 13  May 13  
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 Death Valley (Furnace Creek)

Weather was once again our nemesis this Winter as LVAS members traveled to Furnace Creek on February 1st and 2nd

for our semi-annual Death Valley Star Party.  As everyone began to arrive, it looked like we were going to be clouded
out.  Most members went ahead and set up their scopes, but with clouds overhead we went to take in the evening's
presentation at the Visitor Center.  Ranger Kevin Poe, one of the Dark Rangers from Bryce Canyon gave an excellent
presentation on “Dark Wars” – Preserving the night sky.  He did an great job with a tough topic, using a combination of
comedy and serious dialog to inform a crowd of around 100 people about the serious problem of losing one of our
valuable resources – the night sky. 

After the presentation, we went outside and were pleasantly surprised to see stars overhead.  Ranger Duriscoe had
mentioned earlier that the Sky Clock was indicating a break in the weather around 9pm.  And true to its prediction, the
weather had broken and we had decent skies from about 8:45 until we packed it in at 1:30am.  Ranger Durisco and our
John Heller gave an outside presentation on deep sky observing against the hangar wall and somewhere between 50
and 100 people  came to  observe  through our  scopes.   Those present  viewed objects  through various  telescopes
ranging from refractors, medium SCTs and Dobs, large Dobs, and giant binos.

                                      Roy Hansen and his pit crew                                                Doug Phillipson and Little Hubble

On Saturday, LVAS members provided an opportunity for solar viewing in front of the General Store.  After fighting the
clouds  for  the  first  hour,  we  had a three-hour  opening to view the  Sun.   Following  the  solar  viewing,  John Heller
presented “The Winter Sky” for an afternoon Tea at the Furnace Creek Inn.  

        Waiting on the clouds                              Geary spots the Sun                   The group poses during a cloud break

   'Bama Rob at the Solar scope                          John's Tea Party                                  The Group at Dinner    

The skies didn't looking promising for Saturday evening.  After a group dinner at the Steak House, we joined the rest of
the park visitors at Wally Pacholka's presentation of “The Night Sky at the National Parks”.  The visitor center auditorium
was almost packed.  Wally had many wonderful shots of the night sky from familiar vantage points in National Parks of
the West.  Following  Wally's  presentation,  we returned to the airport  apron only to  realize  that  there would  be no
observing that night.  The clouds were pretty thick and the forecast had no hope of anything better until after midnight.
We packed up and called it a night and a weekend.  We're looking forward to the better, clearer skies of October when
LVAS returns to Death Valley and Furnace Creek for our next semi-annual Death Valley Star Party.  Make your plans for
the 24th and 25th.
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Red Rock Star Party – 9 February

The Winter weather finally broke for our second Red Rock Star Party of the year.  In fact, the weather was almost perfect
on the evening of Saturday, 9 February with clear skies and cool, but not cold night air.  The only thing that would have
made the evening better would have been temps that would have supported shirtsleeve astronomy.  Those nights are
soon coming.   The evening began with Rob Lambert giving a presentation on “Saturn through the eyes of Cassini”, a
essay of photos taken by the Cassini probe on its four-year mission.  An attentive crowd of about 55 people attended the
presentation.  They were rather fascinated by the unusual photos of Saturn's moons and rings.  Another 30 or so people
joined them for observing deep sky objects through the scopes of  about  10 LVAS members.   Everyone,  the LVAS
volunteers and the public, had a great time.  We got our first views of the year of Saturn.  Although low on the horizon in
February, it will soon be a wonderful Spring and Summer target again.  Many of those attending inquired as to when the
next Red Rock Star Party would be.  

As the weather gets warmer, we invite you to join us on March 1st and April 26th for our next Red Rock Star Parties.   Our
March outing at Red Rock combines a Regional Professional Development Program for Clark County Teachers with our
normal public star party.  Rob will be giving the Teachers an “Introduction to Astronomy” and then present “Mysteries of
the Vernal Equinox” to the public.  In April, Fred Rayford will present “ Observing Galaxies.”  Come join us and share the
wonders of the night sky with the appreciative public. Remember to be in the Park by 5:30 to setup your scopes.  See
you there.

   Rob presenting “Saturn through the eyes of Cassini”                                  Jim Mallorca

    John Heller - new Televue refractor
    

                   Geary Keilman and his JMI                                          Phil Krumpos and Rudy Gonzales

 
                Jim Mallorca and Rob Lambert                                                        Rudy Gonzales                                                  David Blanchette

Page 5



 Upcoming Events

March is Messier Marathon Time
by John Heller

With the coming of Spring comes the time for Messier Marathons.  For those new members who may be scratching their heads
at this article’s title, a messier Marathon is an effort to observe all of the objects in the Messier Catalog in one night.  I won’t try
to educate you here regarding Charles Messier, except to say that he was an 18th century French comet hunter who cataloged
110 non-comet  objects.   To  modern  amateur  astronomers,  those  110  objects  represent  some of  the  most  beautiful  and
interesting deep-sky objects  visible from the Northern Hemisphere.   Among the 110 objects  are 40 galaxies,  28 globular
clusters, 31 open clusters, four planetary nebulae, and 3 emission nebulae.  The list also includes one (or two?) duplicate
objects (M101/102) and two “mistakes” (M40/M73) that are marked by a double star and a grouping of four stars.  It is largely
serendipity that makes March the best time to conduct a marathon.  There are more hours of darkness from October through
February, so one might think that more objects could be seen during the longer night.  However, March is best because of the
distribution of the objects across the sky.  The most optimal dates are considered to be March 21 or 22.  This year we’ve
chosen March 7/8 for our annual event at Temple Bar Marina on Lake Meade, because it is the weekend of the New Moon.  

Most sources say that all of these objects should be observable in an 80mm refractor.  Charles Messier actually cataloged
most of them using a 90mm refractor of  much lower quality than most of  our instruments.  I’ve also heard our past club
president  modestly  remark  that  he has  viewed  all  but  one in  his  4.5-inch StarBlast.   There  are  even  Messier  binocular
observing clubs.  Large apertures have actually had disadvantages for me, because I tend to spend too much time observing
each object and I get absolutely lost in the galaxies when the number of NGC objects exceeds the Messiers.  

In my experience, the most difficult aspects of the marathon are observing those objects that are nearest the western horizon
at dusk, observing those that are nearest the eastern horizon at dawn, and positively identifying the 13 Messier Objects in the
Virgo Cluster of galaxies.  The key to success is to have an observing plan and doing some advance practice to find the items
that will be on the horizon.  The sequence for attempting the Marathon is very important, although the technique is generally to
move from west to east and take in the circumpolar objects as they become best aligned.   There are many good resources
available  for  making  an  attempt  at  the  Marathon.   A  sequenced  list  is  available  at
www.geocities.com/sftonkin/  messier  /messmara.pdf  .  One popular reference is Don Machholz’s The Observing Guide to the
Messier Marathon (1).  The sequenced list that he proposes is available at http://seds.org/Messier/xtra/marathon/marath1.txt,
but the charts and tips provided in the book are invaluable.  My personal favorite guide is  Harvard Pennington’s  The Year-
Round Messier Marathon Field Guide (2).  I like it because of the easy to use finder charts and simple illustrations, the fact that
all of the charts are designed for using a Telrad, and the excellent detail pages for navigating the Virgo Cluster.   

The early dates this year will make observing the western most objects at dusk significantly easier than most previous years,
and  should  offset  the  nuisance  created  by  the distant  sky  glow from Las  Vegas.   Conversely,  the  numerous  objects  in
Sagittarius that will not rise until about 4AM will pose a significant challenge.  (Nautical twilight begins at 0505 in Boulder City
on March 8).   In fact, according to my MegaStar program, it will not be possible for us to observe M30 in Capricornus before
dawn.  Oh well, 109 objects will still provide for serious bragging rights!

The traditions for a Messier Marathon discourage the use of go-to systems and digital setting circles, so this is the perfect
opportunity to practice your star hopping and chart reading skills.  However, if you are a techno-addict or just can’t tell the
difference between Ursa Major and Canis Major, be comforted by the fact that LVAS has never revoked anyone’s membership
for using a computer on Marathon weekend.  I would personally congratulate anyone who gets close to 100 positively identified
objects – even with a go-to system.  My personnel best was 103 objects with my 10” Meade LX-50 some years ago.  I easily hit
80+ a couple of times since.  The Messier Catalog of objects is widely considered the starting point for amateurs wanting to
demonstrate their serious interest in the hobby by systematically documenting observation of a collection of objects.  If you are
serious about documenting your observations, the Astronomical League offers a certificate for manually locating and observing
70 or more Messier objects.   For additional  information and log requirements,  go to the Astronomical  League website at
http://www.astroleague.org/al/obsclubs/messier/mess.html. 

The great thing about our Messier Marathon weekend is that we have two nights to attack this challenge!  Weather permitting,
everyone making the effort should be able to observe a significant portion of the Messier Catalog.  A Messier Marathon makes
for a great observing opportunity whether you are making a run at the entire catalog, testing the waters to see if you enjoy an
astronomical challenge or are just out for leisurely observing and to watch the antics of the marathoners.  Cindy and I already
have our reservations at the Temple Bar Marina and look forward to seeing you all there.  

Clear skies!  
John Heller

1. Harvard Pennington, The Year-Round Messier Marathon Field Guide. Willman-Bell, Inc. 1997
2. Don Machholz. The Observing Guide to the Messier Marathon. A Handbook and Atlas. Cambridge University Press, 2002
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Upcoming Events (continued)
Cathedral Gorge Spring Fling - 2-3 May

Some of the best LVAS outings are those that we spend at Cathedral Gorge, near Panaca, Nevada.  Only two and a half hours from
Las Vegas, Cathedral Gorge offers the amateur astronomer the darkest skies available within three hours of the Vegas light dome.
This State Park also offers some of the best camping facilities in the state.  There are limited camping spots, so you'll need to get
there early to ensure getting a spot.  Hotel rooms are available in Caliente, where most LVAS members stay at the Shady Hotel.
Come join us for a weekend of good camping, great skies, and outstanding comradery. 

Bryce Canyon Astronomy Festival - 25-28 June

This will be Bryce Canyon's 8th Annual event.  Last year, over 50 scopes were setup by amateur astronomers from Utah, Nevada,
and Arizona.  I thought this might be a little to large a venue for us with all of the other groups that normally participate, but if you are
interested,  go  to  http://www.nps.gov/brca/planyourvisit/astronomyprograms.htm for  information  on  Bryce  Canyon's  Astronomy
Program.  Go to  http://photo.whiteoaks.com/2007-06-grand-canyon/  for pictures of last year's Astronomy Festival.  From what I've
heard, this event is pretty much booked up as far as accommodations are concerned.

Kaibab Lodge Star Party - 27-28 June 

Scheduled for the same weekend as the Bryce Canyon Astronomy Festival.  Jane Houston Jones, past President of the Astronomical
Association of Northern California and member of the Sidewalk Astronomers will again be at Kaibab Lodge for a Star Party weekend.
Ellen Winchester, proprietor of Kaibab Lodge and avid amateur astronomer is inviting the LVAS to participate in this weekend of
stargazing in the meadow just outside the North Rim of the Grand Canyon.  There is lodging and nearby camping.  The meadow
provides great all around horizons and dark skies.  Ellen Winchester said there are still cabins and camping available, but you should
make reservations soon if  you plan to make this weekend.   See  http://www.kaibablodge.com/ for contact information for making
reservations at Kaibab Lodge.  We haven't arranged for special rates, but you should mention that you are a LVAS member as you
make your reservations. 

Bryce Canyon 4th of July Star Party - 3-5 July 

Ranger Kevin Poe has asked LVAS to support this stargazing weekend (see attached message) that follows the bigger event of the
previous week.  He is offering free park entrance, free camping, and the opportunity for a private observing session at 9,100 feet in
one of the darkest settings in the nation.  The skies are rated 7.4 magnitude.  Since he worked with us at Death Valley just recently, he
is shortening the normal volunteer orientation to two hours the afternoon prior to us supporting a public viewing on Saturday.  For
those that could make it up to the park on Thursday, he would help us squeeze in another night of observing.  If you are planning to
make this event, contact me by 7 March, so I can let Ranger Poe know how many camp slots he should hold for us. 

Cedar Breaks Star Party

Being planned for the dark sky weekend of 29-30 August. Go to http://www.nps.gov/cebr/index.htm for information on Cedar Breaks
National Park and click on 2007 Star Parties to see information on last year's star parties.  They haven't updated the page for this year
yet.  More information to follow as plans are firmed up. 

Belmont, NV Dark Sky Star Party - August 1-2 

This is quickly becoming an annual event.  Belmont is an interesting little community under the dark skies of central Nevada.  Located
40 miles northeast of Tonopah, there are no light domes visible from this dark site.  Most LVAS members stay at the Belmont Inn, but
there is a primitive campground just outside of town.  Last year, during the Perseid Meteor Shower, we witnessed an extremely bright
bolide that lit up the area as the meteor exploded over a nearby mountain.  Make plans for great observing and good food at the
Belmont Inn.  See http://www.belmontinn.com/.

Cathedral Gorge Star Party and Campout - 26-27 September

LVAS' longest standing event.  This will be the 22nd annual outing at one of Nevada's best State Parks.  The Park is located near
Panaca, NV, about 2.5 hours from Vegas.  This is always a great event with even greater observing.  We have a pot-luck lunch on
Saturday along with a raffle for great prizes.  Accommodations are available at the Shady Inn in Caliente (Shady Motel, 450 Front St,
Caliente, NV 89008, 775-726-3106) or you can camp at the campgrounds in the Park on a first come - first served basis. 

Furnace Creek Star Party - 24-25 October

LVAS returns to Death Valley for its semi-annual star party.  This is always a great weekend.  Phyllis Nefsky arranges special rates
and comps for the first ten LVAS members that make reservations.  Make your reservations directly with Phyllis at: 

Phyllis Nefsky
Sales Manager
Furnace Creek Inn and Ranch Resort
Xanterra Parks and Resorts®
Phone (760) 786-3353
Fax (760) 786-2307
www.furnacecreekresort.com
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 Book Reviews, Member Articles, and Photos

Geary Keilman reviews:

Illustrated Guide to Astronomical Wonders
Robert Bruce Thompson and Barbara Thompson

O’Reilly Publications $29.99

OK, I’ll cut to the chase and give away the ending. This is one of the best observing guides (if
not the best) for beginning astronomers on the market.  In the first sentence of the preface to
the book, the authors write that they wish someone else had written the book years ago.  I
certainly wish I had it when I started.  While there are other guides for beginning astronomers,
this one pretty much puts it all together.  This book, coupled with the author’s Astronomy Hacks
book (O’Reilly Publications) and a little effort by the beginner, is the prescription for a wonderful
start in the hobby.

Astronomy Hacks is the nuts and bolts book.   Illustrated Guide to Astronomical Wonders is the
marching orders.  The first two chapters deal with astronomical terms and equipment.  The
remaining bulk of the book consists of approximately 400 deep sky objects conveniently divided
into fifty constellations visible from mid northern latitudes.  The format for each constellation

resembles the one used in Sue French’s Small Scope Sampler column in Sky and Telescope which starts off with a table
listing the objects and their  pertinent facts such as magnitude and RA and Dec.  This is followed by a map of the
constellation, its associated asterism and the location of each of the listed objects within the constellation borders.  A
short introduction at the beginning of each constellation chapter includes a history and the associated mythology which
makes for interesting reading, in its own right.  More detailed, smaller scale charts follow and include circles of 5 degrees
and one degree, roughly comparable to finder scope and eyepiece views of the objects.  One nice feature are the black
and white images of many of the objects showing the approximate view in the eyepiece with some being admittedly
sharper and brighter than the eyepiece view.

There  are  numerous  references  listed  in  the  book  that  guide  newcomers  to  the  Astronomical  League's  observing
programs.  These are structured lists and when completed, certainly give the amateur astronomer a since of purpose
and accomplishment.

The book is bound such that the book will lie flat, which is a nice feature as you don’t have to wrestle with the book while
trying to observe.  I took mine to Kinko’s and, for four bucks, had it rebound with a spiral winding.  This allows the book to
be doubled back on itself   so as to take less space on the already crowded observing table and reduces the wind
induced page flipping.

Illustrated  Guide  to  Astronomical  Wonders ($29.99)  and  Astronomy  Hacks ($24.95)  may  be  ordered  on  line  at
http://www.oreilly.com/catalog

LVAS Member Photos

Nice photos of the recent Lunar eclipse by Allen Bozse (brother of member Wayne Bozse), taken with an 8-inch
Celestron and a CCD camera
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 Telescopes for Sale

15-inch Discovery Truss Dob - 3 years old
For Sale by Doug Phillipson

Accessories include:
1) ServoCat Jr  Motor control system>
http://www.stellarcat.com/Pages/servocatjr.html
2) Argo Navis Digital Setting Circles>
http://www.wildcard-innovations.com.au/
3) "Boundary Layer" evacuation fans installed.
4) Main Mirror fan
5) Custom made Laptop Shelf
6) Custom Made Battery Shelf
7) Upgraded 2" dual speed Crayford focuser.
8) Scope Cover

The Laptop and Battery shelves rotate with the scope so no
cables are  required on the ground.   The Argo Navis  and
ServoCAT  have  been  upgraded  recently  to  their  newest
software revs.  This scope has shown me some great views!
It  has been a wonderful  scope, but I  need the money for
other things.  They go for$3,000 new.  The ServoCAT goes
for  about  $1,400.00.   The  Argo  Navis  goes  for  about
$500.00

I'll throw in:
1) A Laser Collimator,
2) A BLUG collimation tool, which is a great tool by the way.
http://www.astromart.com/articles/article.asp?article_id=450
3) A 4.8mm Nagler Eyepiece.
4) A 8mm Nagler Eyepiece.
5) A battery which will run the whole telescope for all night.
6)  A  instruction  class  for  setting  up,  collimating  and
operating the scope.

3000.00 Scope
1400.00 ServoCAT
 500.00 Argo Navis
 280.00 Nagler 8mm EP

 280.00 NAGLER 4.8mm EP
  65.00 BLUG Collimation tool

  50.00 Laser Collimator
  50.00 Battery
---------------------------------------------------

5625.0 Total - I'll let it go for $4500.00

Contact  Doug  at  702-453-6863  or  at  email
dougp@intermind.net. 

8-inch Meade LX-90 (SCT)
For Sale by Brenda Sadberry

Specifications:  8" Model  LX90 —  8"  Schmidt-Cassegrain
optical tube assembly (D = 203mm, F = 2000mm f/10) with
Magnesium  Fluoride  coatings  on  the  correcting  lens  and
standard aluminum coatings on the primary and secondary
mirrors;  double-tine fork mount with ball  bearings on both
axes and with dual-axis 4.9" worm gears; electronic control
panel;  electric  slow-motion  controls  on  both  axes;  setting
circles in RA and Dec.; #497 Autostar hand controller with
digital readout display, 9-speed drive controls on both axes,
and  GO  TO  controller;  30,223-object  onboard  celestial
software  library;  internal  battery  port  accepts  8  (user-
supplied)  C-cells,   8  x  50mm  viewfinder;  1.25"  diagonal
prism;  variable-height  standard  field  tripod;  operating
instructions.  Accessories include:

Meade  Plossl  eyepieces  -  40mm,  26mm,  17mm,  12mm,
9.7mm, and 6mm
1.25” Diagonal
2x Barlow
Polar wedge
Electric Focuser
Bubble Level
Compass
Camera adapter rings
Misc adapters
Toolbox 

Brenda  is  asking  $2,000 for  the  telescope  and all  of  the
above accessories.  This telescope was recently checked by
Rob Lambert  and was  found to be in excellent  operating
condition.   The  scope has  been  well  cared  for.   Contact
Brenda at 702-647-3099 or email n2eyeslv@aol.com. 

Don Fowler is also selling an 8-inch Meade LX-90 with an
almost  complete  set  of  Meade  4000  series  Super  Plossl
eyepieces.  Eyepiece focal lengths include 6.5, 9.7, 12.4,
15, 20, 26, 32, and 40 mm.  The only eyepiece not included
in the set is the 56mm 2" Super Plossl.  Also included are a
1.25-inch diagonal, 8x50 finder, and the Autostar controller.
This telescope is 3 years old, but has never been out of the
box.   Rob  Lambert  took  photos  of  the  telescope  and
eyepieces  still  in  their  original  packaging.   Don said  that
after moving it upstairs when he received it as a gift from a
friend, he realized it was too heavy for him to use and he
never even removed it from the box. This particular LX-90
without GPS currently sells for $1,799.00 and the Eyepiece
Set, if purchased separately, is valued at $432.00.  Don has
reduced his asking price to $1,500 for everything.  You can
contact  Don  at  wandonald@aol.com or  via  phone  at
702-838-1735. 
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Please print your information below.  Annual dues are $25.00 (per family*). 

Make check payable to LVAS and mail along with this form to the LVAS Treasurer: 
John Heller, 5609 Indian Ridge, North Las Vegas, NV  89031 

 
 
Name: ______________________________________  Spous e: _________________________________________ 
 
Immediate Family: _________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address (Street, City, State): ____________ __________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone (H): __________________ (W): ____________ _______  Include # in membership list:  Y �    N �  
 
Email Address: ____________________________________ _____  Newsletter via: Email �   Website �   Mail �  
 
 
Signature and Date:   _____________________________ ______________________ 
 
*Parent name, signature, and date: ________________ ___________________________________ 
(*If under 18, parent must also sign) 
 
Astronomical equipment owned/used: ________________ ____________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Astronomical areas of interest:  __________________ ________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(*For Students K -12 and College, the annual dues are $10)  


